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Welcome to the second issue of the Shell. Despite the new title
the current plan is to produce the magazine four times a year, so
you can continue to call it the Quarterly if you wish! We will aim
to produce editions at about the start of January, April, July and
October. As always if you have articles, news, or other material of
interest do please let us have them. In particular photographs of
church events and people are welcome. We will carry on with the
large format and colour for the time being – feedback from the
first edition was largely positive – and we will continue to work on
layout and paper quality. The colour printing is more obviously
expensive than simple black and white, but I hope you find it
makes for a more attractive magazine.
I’ve been here just over five months as I write this, and
whilst I’m beginning to get the hang of things (including
learning a few names – keep telling me!), in some ways
it still feels like a very brief time, and I am conscious
that many significant events of the church’s year – the
Patronal Festival, Harvest, Remembrance, Advent and
Christmas are still to come.
Besides those fixed points of the regular Church
calendar you will see in this issue information about
some of the events and plans in the pipeline. These
include:










Opening the church on Saturday mornings for
passing visitors (already ongoing)
Our Patronal celebrations on the 22nd of July.
A lunchtime poetry discussion with the
appropriate theme of “Pilgrimage.” All are
welcome to this, no need to be an expert, it
follows our Thursday Communion service.
3 evening sessions exploring some of my own
literary obsessions, looking at Harry Potter,
Narnia and The Lord of the Rings. We will look
at how these popular works relate to faith and
the questions of spirituality they raise.
Battle of Britain Sunday, celebrated here in
September after a hiatus last year. This should be
a particularly important commemoration in the
RAF’s centenary year.
Creationtide – a season running from September
to the first Sunday in October within Ordinary
Time, including Harvest celebration and St
Francis’ day when our worship reflects on God as
creator and his gifts to us in the natural world, as
well as the responsibilities that come with them.

This last fits in with the PCCs resolution for work
towards achieving an “Eco-church” award – for more
information you can read about this scheme online at
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk This is a way of churches
developing their ethical engagement around greater
sustainability and environmental concern. If you have a
particular interest in this and would be like to be
involved please let me know.
In addition there is longer term consideration of funding
for the church (hopefully you have seen the notices in
the weekly sheet about running costs), playing and
paying our full part in the life of the wider Church, as
well as ensuring the fabric, the worship (including
music) and all aspects of our life can be supported. The
Friends of St James already do splendid work helping to
fund the care the buildings, as was recently shown in
their support of the desperately needed work on the
flat above the hall. If you haven’t thought of joining the
Friends, I do encourage you to consider it.
The role of children in our church and pastoral care are
two other larger areas to consider. I repeat my request
from last issue – if you know of someone who is ill, or
housebound in need of a visit please let me, the office,
or Vicky know. (Although if someone is in hospital for a
relatively brief spell, for an operation or illness, do
please contact the hospital chaplain).
Morning prayer continues to be said Monday-Thursday
at 9 o’clock and all are welcome to this brief, simple
service. However, during the summer months there will
be spells when it is suspended – up to date details will
be in the weekly sheet. Do please continue to pray for
me and for the church.

WHAT A REVELATION! An unusual evening at 46 St James Road
by David Clark
About 16 of us crammed into our music room on
Wednesday 21st March for an evening about St John’s
Revelation, the last book of the second testament.
The introductory handout
contained the programme, a map showing the location
of the island Patmos, where John lived, related to the
locations of the seven churches in Asia Minor (now
Western Turkey), and the wonderful Dürer woodcut
of the seven candlesticks (lampstands) representing
the seven churches, to whom he wrote in Chapter 4.
The evening was inspired by Paul Jenkins, who wanted
a chance to play three of the pieces from the Quartet
for the End of Time, by the French composer Messaien.
These were introduced by Sarah reading the
appropriate passages from Revelation. Julian Scott, the
rabbi of the Messianic Jewish congregation in
Leicester, explained the main significance of the book
for Christian Jews in the first century. Paul, a
biochemist, showed a poster of the 7 Receptors in the
eye, comparing these to the seven candlesticks,
offering illumination to the brain. These enable us to
see and thus imagine what the revelations hold.

parallels with Ezekiel’s vision, direct quotations from
the Book of Daniel, and 20 parallels from the noncanonical Book of Enoch.

Undoubtedly Revelation is based on a personal
visionary experience. However, the text has been
heavily influenced by other apocalyptic literature:

offering a Hebrew benediction.

The dangers of an uncritical reading were spelled out
by references to groups in the twentieth and twentyDavid explained the four main ‘camps’ of scholars
first centuries which had clearly been in the grip of the
interpreting the Book:
‘Apocalypse Archetype’, expecting the end of the
world. These include the Jonesville massacre, when
a) a historic view of current events which had
over 900 people died of cyanide poisoning; the
taken place;
Oklahoma bomber, Timothy McVeigh; David Koresh,
b) a symbolic representation of the course of
whose community perished at Waco, and the most
church history leading up to the
recent and deadly, ISIS (Daesh or so-called Islamic
consummation;
Caliphate). Psychologically understood, the tragedy in
c) a prophetic account of events around the
these examples lies in the fact that the groups’
return of Christ coming sometime in the
proponents were unconsciously in the grip of this
future in
archetype.
Judgement;
d) an idealistic or symbolic reference to ‘the
Fortunately the book of Revelation concludes with the
conflict of good and evil’ in any age at any
unifying and beautiful passages in chapters 21 & 22.,
time, and
and our evening ended with us all singing a musical
not specifically or literally historical.
setting some of these words, followed by Julian

The Rhodopsin Receptor
by Paul Jenkins
As part of a meeting in David Clark’s house about the
Book of Revelation, I showed the picture below of the
Rhodopsin receptor in the eye. This picture was made
possible by the invention of the technique of neutron
diffraction electron microscopy by Richard Henderson
from Cambridge. Richard was awarded the Nobel Prize
for chemistry in 2017. This was the first time that the
actual structure of a receptor in the body was
determined. The interaction of signalling molecules
with receptors is the way messages are sent from
outside cells to inside cells and this process is vital to
every aspect of life. What struck me when I saw this
beautiful picture was some verses from the Book of
Revelation Chapter 5 V. 1 “Then I saw in the right hand
of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the
inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and then
I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seven
seals?”
In the picture there are seven coloured protein spirals
so by analogy with Revelation, I wondered who is
worthy to break the seals on these seven scrolls and
understand their significance and how this
understanding can lead to new medicines. Many other
receptor structures have now been determined and
most of them have seven protein spirals. The number
seven is important in the Book of Revelation and

elsewhere in the Bible. The lamb had seven eyes and
seven horns, there are seven trumpets, seven
churches, seven stars and seven gold lamp stands and
even seven lights on each row of the choir at St
James!. It may well be that there are
seven protein spirals in many receptors has an entirely
different explanation, but never the less it inspires me
to look at this natural phenomenon with a sense of
wonder and humility.

Friends of St James the Greater
The Friends has been established as an independent Charity to support the work and ministry of the Church of
St James the Greater, Leicester. It will be a means of binding together in friendship and prayer those who wish to
play a part in the life, worship, and mission of the Church. It will provide financial support to enhance the fabric
of the building and contribute to its maintenance and preservation. Membership of The Friends is open to regular worshippers and supporters of St James the Greater as well as those who come to the church for special Services including family occasions, together with those who have moved away from Leicester and who wish to keep
in touch.
Membership of The Friends will entitle you to the following :
A copy of the Magazine
A copy of the Friends Annual Accounts.
An Invitation to The Friends Annual Service which will usually be the Patronal Festival.
An invitation to attend Social and Fundraising events.
Discount of 10% on any Church sponsored concerts max 2 tickets)
Further information on joining the Friends can be found at the back of the Church or on the Church website.

This Autumn at
St James the Greater
It’s rather warm now but once the school
holidays are over and the leaves begin to take
on their autumnal transformation, there will
be lots happening here at St James:
6 September at 12pm
Poetry for Pilgrims
16 September at 10.30am
Battle of Britain Service
30 September sat 10.30am
Harvest Festival
4 October at 7.30pm
Faith and Fantasy
Save the Date
Ex Cathedra will be returning with their new
Christmas by Candlelight Concert on 6
December 2018.
Tickets on sale from the 1 September from
www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk or by calling
0116 254 2111

Faith and Fantasy
Led by the Reverend Andrew Quigley
A three week series of discussions
exploring spirituality and ultimate
questions in the tales of Narnia,
Middle-Earth and Harry Potter.
What do Tolkien, Lewis and Rowling
have to say about faith and how we
should live in the world?
Open to all (but there will be spoilers if
you haven't read the books or seen the
films!)
Thursday evenings at 7.30pm
starting on the 4th October
Suitable for adults and older children
Light refreshments will be available
For further information please contact
the Church Office on 0116 254 2111
office@stjamesthegreater.org.uk

Paul Dean’s LeJog by Bike Fund Raising Adventure.
Paul Dean, a long standing member of our Church Choir, is about to set off on a 993 mile cycling
adventure, here he tells us all about it. If you are able to help the charity he is raising funds for,
details follow the article.
Twelve years ago, I was cycling south on the A9 about
30 miles from John O’Groats when I saw a Hyundai
Getz approaching. When it stopped, Mike Bull
emerged and after we had loaded my bike into the
back, we set off to Leicester, via an overnight stop with
a relative in central Scotland. I had just ridden Lands
End to John O’Groats (LeJog) on my own in 12 days,
raising over £2,000 in support of Anna Richerby’s HIV
linked charity work in Cape Town, South Africa.

are both retired GPs, run this charity. There was
considerable poverty and subsequent malnutrition in
north Sri Lanka after the recent civil war, so Dan and
Leela set out to improve the school children’s diet in
the poorer areas. Oru Paanai is Tamil for ‘full pot’.
They were supplementing the mid-day meals of up to
40,000 children every day. Recently, they realised that
the most pressing nutritional needs were changing, so
they are now concentrating on helping pre-school
children, who tend to lose weight after weaning. They
Now, at the tender age of 69, I have decided to tackle it
are also helping the poorest elderly people, who have
again, but this time in a group with Global Adventure
very little income or state support.
Challenges. We set off on 28th August and finish 12
days and 993 miles later on 8th September. The route is Tricia and I know this charity is effective, because we
very hilly and we shall climb over 60,000 feet in total
have seen it working first hand, during a family visit to
(twice the height of Mount Everest). I am going with
the Northern Province. Dan and Leela regularly
friends from Lutterworth, and I am training by riding
monitor its progress and development in Sri Lanka, but
over 100 miles a week. Tricia and I are self-funding the they self-fund these trips and any administration costs,
entire trip.
so 100% of any donations will be put to charitable use.
As long-time members of St James’ church family, we
The charity I am supporting is Oru Paanai. Our elder
know its reputation for giving generously to worthy
son, Anthony, a former Head Chorister at St James the
causes, so we are inviting you to reward my efforts by
Greater, has married into a Christian Tamil family
supporting Oru Paanai.
named ‘Muthuveloe’. His in-laws, Dan and Leela, who
I shall be keeping everyone
informed through Facebook, the
Weekly Sheet and probably
WhatsApp.

To support Paul:
the online donation site
address is :- https://
www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Paul-DeanLeJog.
Alternatively you can leave
donations in a clearly
marked envelope with the
Church Office.

Paul following his training ride—the London to Brighton Cycle race

Society, urban life and the economy here 100 years ago
by Serge Mozota
The world today is very different from the one the residents in St James Road and its surrounds knew in 1918.
Back then, there was still six months more of fighting on the ‘western front’ to endure and, of course, Sir Edwin
Lutyens, architect of much of civic New Delhi, had yet to build the War Memorial and Peace Walk approach or
the Gate Houses on London Road by Granville Road. However, St James Road developed very quickly at the end
of the 19th centaury as can be seen from this 1885 Ordnance Survey map.
Near the Evington Footpath, there was only
Roseneath and opposite it, what are now Nos.
34 and 36. No. 34 was bought by Alderman
Thomas Windley in 1884, who lived there until
his death in 1932. Bearing in mind how quickly
the area developed, he must have felt as if he
was living in a permanent building site! Mayfield
and Beckingham Roads did not exist and that
early stretch of road still formed part of St
James Terrace. By 1905 the area was more or
less fully developed. This photograph shows
the corner of St James Road and Chaucer
Street with Nos. 2, Chaucer Street and 21, St
James Road in the foreground. Although there
has been some thinning, St James Road still
remains a largely tree-lined avenue.
Most of the houses that make up St James Road
required live-in servants to run them. For
example, what is now No. 36 had two maids
and a chauffeur come gardener and No. 46 was
owned by Luigi Brucciani, founder of the local
café/restaurant business. More modest terrace
housing was already being established north of
the Evington Road providing a readily available
pool of labour to help run the larger houses in
St James Road. For instance, No. 23 was
occupied in the early 1900's by Mrs Margaret
Williams, who ran a registry office for domestic
servants!
The houses in St James Road were built mostly in the
‘Arts and Crafts’ style, whose chief exponent in
Leicester was the architect Isaac Barradale. His
influence can be seen all along the London Road and
Stoneygate. Barradale’s commercial commissions are
very well known. For instance, he designed and built
the former Fenwick’s department store on the corner
of Belvoir Street and Market Street. Although ‘Arts and
Crafts’ is a catch-all term, ‘Tudor revival’ or mock Tudor
more accurately describes the Barradale ‘style’ in St

James Road. In addition to Barradale’s, his
contemporary, Arthur Wakerley’s style (1862-1931),
whose working years were 1884-99, is also present in
St James Road. No self-imposed hardships for the
comfortably-off residents of St James Road though.
They had all the mod-cons available at the time and
they lived high above the town, as it was then, away
from its continuous pall of coal smog and dirty town
air.

It would be wrong, however, to think that these
Victorian architects and builders were following any
method or developing any sort of ‘grand plan’. In many
ways they were the expedient modernists of their day,
bulldozing the old in favour of their notions of
improved sanitation and modern living. There is a series
of films on YouTube called ‘Look Up To Leicester’
narrated by Malcolm Elliott from the Leicester Group
of the Victorian Society. Elliott constantly bemoans how
these ‘self-improving’ Victorians embarked on the
wholesale demolition of Medieval Leicester in pursuit of
their modern ideas. However, St James Road was not
urban regeneration or a unified planned ‘estate’, but
rather grew up as a ‘green field’ development catering
for the middle class overspill from around St Peter’s
Church, Highfields, who were seeking a slightly more
rural life on the outskirts of the city. It was built largely
in small groups of two to four at a time and over a
twenty year period from the mid-1880’s.
Following the end of the First World War, first,

universal male suffrage and then, more importantly,
partial female emancipation gradually opened up other
opportunities for women to that of a life in domestic
service. The war factory system had increasingly
exposed working class women to industrial work in the
same way that the development of the typewriter and
the telephone exchange had afforded new opportunities
to middle class women 20-30 years earlier. Several
historical sources cite the newly-formed League of
Nations, Bureau of Statistics, 1936 identifying Leicester
as the second-richest provincial city in Europe after
Lyon, France, and of course this is reflected in the
quality of the architecture and original, internal
decoration of many of these former 'grand' homes.
However, the days when cheap, female labour could be
used to manage the larger houses were over by the
1950’s and William Woolley remembers that they
started being converted into flats in the late 1950s and
early 60s.

Headway for James
by Vicky Roe
On Thursday 19th July, James Lewis was invited to help officially open the new
Headway shop, in the Arcade of the Magna Shopping Centre in Wigston, for the UK
brain injury charity. James was given this honour because of the progress he has
made in overcoming his difficulties, with the help of Headway and his family, since
sustaining a head injury in July 2016. James has been attending St. James the Greater
during his recovery and is very grateful for the help, support and encouragement he
has received from the congregation and clergy. “I could have died,” he said, “but
look at me now.”

St Philip’s Centre is a small organisation with a big impact on society. We passionately believe
that, even with the challenges of today’s world, people can learn to live well together.
St Philip’s Centre offers training and learning
opportunities to build knowledge, understanding and
trust among people from many different backgrounds.
The Centre also has a real and continuing commitment
to search for solutions when community threats and

tensions emerge. We work not only within the
Christian community but across wider society. We
provide a safe space where difficult and complex issues
can be discussed.

Our work with churches

Sikh-Christian event at St Denys’ Church, Evington, celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday. Since this first contact, St Denys
have been developing their understanding of Sikhism and have visited Gurdwaras, invited Sikhs to their Harvest Songs of
Praise and taken part in dialogue events.
We offer a range of different programmes for churches, all of which are tailored to your needs. These include:





Taste of faith sessions, where a member of a particular faith visits a small group such as a house group or
Mothers Union, to talk about their faith and build relationship and understanding
One-off Bible studies or short discipleship courses exploring what the Bible teaches about engagement
with other faiths
More focused study days, for example on reading the Quran as a Christian, understanding Hindu-Christian
relations, visiting Leicester’s Jain community
One-to-one and small group input for leaders in diverse contexts, to equip them for community
engagement work.

Angel Voices Ever Singing
A CD recording of the concert held at Glynn's retirement has been produced
and will be available to purchase shortly. There is a list at the back of the
church for pre-orders. The price of the Double CD is £10, with proceeds
going towards choir funds. For more information, please see Andy Judge.

Commemorative Flowers
July
1
8
15
22
29

Peter Toft and Gillian Saunders in memory of their parents
Bernard & Dorothy Toft
Julia Warner in memory of Jack Golland and Will Warner
Caroline Beardsmore in memory of her father
Patronal Festival
Pauline Hannaford

August
5
12
19
26

David and Sarah Clark in grateful memory of Kathleen & Bernard Clark and George and Anne Hayter
Michael Bull in memory of his mother
Paul and Tricia Dean remembering their family’s long association with St James
Michael Molloy in memory of his parents, Michael and Hilda Molloy
Altar Frontal
The Simpson Family in memory of Geoffrey

September
2
9

16
23
30

David Goddard in memory of Niccola
Mollie Drake and Cherry Fulloway in memory of Gillean Russell
Altar Frontal
Vicky Roe
The Finn Family in memory of Vera and Verrall Clark
Margo & Rex Woolhouse in memory of their parents, Mary & Arthur Birley and George & Ada Woolhouse
Derick Horsfall in memory of Pam

Weddings and Baptisms at St James the Greater
Baptisms
You can arrange a baptism at St James the Greater if you live in the parish, have a connection to the Church or
if you have been attending the Church regularly. Baptisms take place either within a Eucharist service or a
private service. Please contact the Vicar for further information.
Weddings
St James provides a large, traditional setting for your
wedding, including the option of our robed choir, plus
has function rooms to the rear if you wish to have the
reception here. To be able to marry at St James you
need to live in the parish, to have a connection to the
Church or have attended at least 3 services in the 6
months prior to your wedding.
To arrange a visit to the Church to discuss your
wedding please contact the Church Office.

What’s on ...
SUNDAYS
Sunday Club in school term time
10.30
Large Hall
Contact Jo Stapleton
THURSDAYS
Coffee Drop-in
10.45 – 11.30
Large Hall
Organiser Elizabeth Turner
Lunch Club (monthly)
12.15 – 1.30
Large Hall
Organiser Barbara Penrose
St James’ Singers
19.30 alternate Thursdays
Ashman Music Room
Director Michael Rule
organist@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts
17.30 – 19.30
Undercroft
Leaders Tony & Alison Hurst
0116 210 2958
FRIDAYS
Boys’ Choir & Girls’ Choir Practices 18.00
Ashman Music Room
Full Choir Practice 19.30
Director Matthew Haynes
DOM@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
SATURDAYS
Stop-by Project for the homeless
11.00 – 13.00
Undercroft
Coordinator Salma Ravat
Contact via Church Office

Who’s who …
Ministry Team – see inside front cover
Churchwardens
Julia Walker
Phil Jones
Deputy Wardens
Simon Edwards
Paul Jenkins
April Rule
PCC Secretary
Lin Mawer
pcc.secretary@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
Church Administrator
Annabel Cowley
office@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
Treasurer
David Sharman
Assistant Treasurer & Gift Aid Secretary
Serge Mozota
Director of Music
Matthew Haynes
DOM@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
Organist & Associate Director of Music
Michael Rule
organist@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
Head Servers
John & Angela Finn
Flower Guild Co-ordinator including commemorative flowers
Julia Walker
fabric@stjamesthegreater.org.uk
Child Protection Officer
Vicky Roe
pastoral.assistant@stjamesthegreater.org.uk

254 2111

